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H ello all, 

  Here it is November already and the time of year we give thanks. 
Not only do we have the Thanksgiving holiday racing our way, but Veter-
an’s Day is also just around the corner. For all the veterans, I would like 
to say “Thank you.” The freedoms we enjoy come with a price, and it is 
not paid just by those who have spilled their blood for our country. You 
look at the news and read about problems with the health care our govern-
ment supplies to our vets, their problems with PTSD and other issues that 
arise from military service. You can read about the numbers of vets with 
problems that leave them jobless and homeless. Vets I have known often 
had problems with sleeping and nightmares. Hollywood is even acknowl-
edging some of the sacrifices, with movies like Fury and Unbroken 
(coming at Christmas). If you see these movies or read the books, you 
might understand a little about what some of our vets have been through 
for us. While both movies are Hollywood dramas, Fury is modeled after 
real tank crews and their battles during World War II. Unbroken is based 
on the true tale of Olympic athlete Louis "Louie" Zamperini (1917–2014). 

  I hope everyone takes a few minutes and gives thanks for the bounty 
of our holiday season this fall and winter. We are lucky to be safe in our 
homes and jobs.  We have many freedoms that you do not see in many 
other countries. We have relatively inexpensive gas and the right to travel, 
the right to speak our minds and the right to vote (and I hope you did). 
Speaking of voting, I want to remind everyone that nominations for the 
AAPE board will open at the December meeting and voting will take 
place at the March meeting. If you have an interest in serving on the 
board, please make sure to get your name on the ballot. If you have an 
interest in serving the Association, but not in an elected position, we have 
openings on several of the committees.  

  I hope to see you in Tolleson on December 10. 

  
       Bob 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Zamperini
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TORRANCE, Calif. — A woman who spent 17 years 
in prison after being convicted of murder in the death 
of a homeless man was exonerated Friday by a Los 
Angeles County judge who said she should not spend 
another minute behind bars. 

The courtroom burst into applause after Superior 
Court Judge Mark Arnold overturned the conviction 
of Susan Mellen, who was to be processed for release 
from the suburban Torrance courthouse. 

Mellen had entered the courtroom in tears, and her 
children also wept. 

The judge said Mellen had inadequate representation 
by her attorney at trial. 

"I believe that not only is Ms. Mellen not guilty, 
based on what I have read I believe she is innocent," 
he said. "For that reason I believe in this case the jus-
tice system failed." 

Mellen's case was investigated by Deidre O'Connor, 
head of a project known as Innocence Matters that 
seeks to free people who are wrongly convicted. 

O'Connor said in an earlier interview that she found 
that Mellen was convicted of the 1997 killing based 
solely on the testimony of a notorious liar. 

Mellen, a mother of three, was sentenced to life in 
prison without possibility of parole. 

The witness who claimed she heard Mellen confess 
was June Patti, who had a long history of giving false 
tips to law enforcement, according to documents in 
the case. She died in 2006. 

Three gang members subsequently were linked to the 
crime, and one was convicted of the killing. Another 
took a polygraph test and said he was present at the 
bludgeon killing of Richard Daly, and Mellen was not 
there. 

In a habeas corpus petition, O'Connor said the police 
detective who arrested Mellen was also responsible 
for a case in 1994 that resulted in the convictions of 
two men ultimately exonerated by innocence projects. 

It said the primary evidence against Reggie Cole and 
Obie Anthony was the false testimony of an inform-
ant who avoided prosecution for other charges in ex-
change for his help. 

Mellen's youngest children were 7 and 9 when she 
was arrested. 

"Although each member of this family suffered tre-
mendously, they remain a close family unit," O'Con-
nor said. 

One of the daughters was honored by Innocence Mat-
ters for bravery in obtaining a confession that helped 
to prove her mother's innocence, O'Connor said. 

The 'kids' are overjoyed by the news of their mother's 
anticipated exoneration and are anxious to make up 
for lost time," O'Connor said. 

http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/woman-exonerated-in-murder-case-after
-17-years/ar-BB8zHyD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 
nother example to hold on to our values 
and integrity when dealing with property 
and evidence. Even though we want to do 
all we can to purge property we must en-

sure we hold on to it for the entire duration of the 
case. Although we know that when dealing with a 
homicide  case all evidence must be kept for no less 
than 99 years. While that evidence is in our care we 
must ensure that we maintain the evidence and store it 
properly. It is important that we police ourselves and 
ensure the Officers and Detective are packing the 
property to our standards and not theirs. 

 



Don’t Pursue Happiness 
Create it 

LOCK & KEY              WINTER EDITION   2014 

Page 3 

“Texting Shorthand” 

 

Ever wonder what some of those texting “lingo” means? Be sure to check out up coming issues for some 

useful shortcuts when sending texts. Here are some examples for your view pleasure. 

                                                     FIO  -  “Figure It Out” 

                                                     HCIT - “How Cool Is That” 

                                                     IDLT - “I Don’t Like That” 

                                                     IGNB - “I’m Going Now, Bye” 

                                                     LIMH - “Laughing In My Head” 

                                                     NE1— “Anyone” 

If you have some you would like to share send them to me at landknews@gmail.com  

and I’ll be sure to use them.  

                                                     SYL - “See you Later” 

 

Remember never text and drive - it can wait. 

 

 

 
The  Winter Quarterly 

 Meeting  will be held at: 
 

Tolleson Police  
Department 

8350 W. Van Buren St, 
Tolleson, Az 85353 

 

Wednesday 
December 10, 2014 

C ody Buller, Supervising Criminalist for the Property & Evidence Depart-
ment, has provided useful infor-
mation regarding supplies and in-

take process. When submitting item to the 
DPS lab for analysis they no longer ex-
cept paper bag items with some excep-
tions. The lab would prefer all bag items 
be packaged in one of the four standard 
cardboard boxes. 
The four standard sizes they accept are: 

4x12x12; 8x12x12; 16x12x12; 24x12x12 
Their supplier is ACI—Arizona Correction-
al Industries, Fred Siegel. He can be 
reached at Fsiegel@azcorrections ; 602-
272-7600 x73145 for all your questions 
and needs.  
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CHOCOLATE MUFFINS 
 
INGREDIENTS 
1 2/3 cups all-purpose flour 
2/3 cup Dutch-process cocoa powder 
2 tsp baking powder 
1/2 tsp baking soda 
1/4 tsp salt 
3/4 cup packed light brown sugar 
1 cup plus 2 tbsp buttermilk 
1/3 cup plus 2 tbsp vegetable oil 
2 large eggs 
1/2 tsp pure vanilla extract 
1 cup semisweet chocolate chips 
 
PREPARATION 
1. Preheat the oven to 400°F (200°C). Line a 12-cup muffin pan with paper liners. 
 
2. Sift the flour, cocoa powder, baking powder, baking soda, and salt into a large bowl. Stir in the brown sugar, then make a well in 
the center. 
 
3. Whisk together the buttermilk, oil, eggs, and vanilla. Pour into the well in the flour mixture and stir until the batter is just com-
bined. Fold in the chocolate chips. Divide the batter among the muffin cups, filling each one three-quarters full. 
 
4. Bake for 20 minutes, or until a toothpick inserted in the center comes out clean. Remove the muffins from the pan, transfer to a 
wire rack, and cool completely. 
 
THE ILLUSTRATED KITCHEN BIBLE by VICYORIA BLASHFORD-SNELL: http://dk.com/ 

CANDY CANE CHOCOLATE COOKIES 
 
INGREDIENTS 
1 cup butter 
1 ½ cups white sugar 
2 eggs 
¼ teaspoon peppermint extract 
2 ½ cups gluten free flour (i used cup 4 cup) 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1 teaspoon kosher salt 
4 large candy canes, crushed 
12 ounces semi sweet chocolate chips 
 
PREPARATION 
1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Prepare sheet pans with silpats or parchment paper. 
2. In the bowl of a standing mixer, cream together the butter and sugar. Add the eggs and the extract and combine well.  
3. In a separate bowl, combine the flour, baking soda and salt. Mix well and add to the cookie dough. Combine well. 
4. Add the Candy canes and chocolate chips and mix just until the candy has been incorporated. 
5. Scoop by the rounded tablespoon onto the pans, leaving lots of room for the cookies to spread (because they will spread quite a 
bit.) 
6. Bake the cookies for 10 minutes and then let them cool for a few moments on the baking pan before transferring them to a cool-
ing rack or counter top. 
7. These store really well in the freezer! 
                                                                                                                                                                        www.heatherchristo.com 
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Flooding damages crime evidence in 
Warren police basement 

 
Floodwaters that swamped the Warren Police Department have dam-
aged items seized during criminal investigations, including evidence 
from a recent homicide, sources told The Macomb Daily. 
But Warren Police Commissioner Jere Green insisted Wednesday that 
while some materials got wet, none will be unavailable for upcoming 
criminal prosecutions or ongoing investigations. 
“It’s recoverable and we’re in the process of securing that evidence and 
making sure it’s usable in court,” Green said. “The integrity (of the evi-
dence) is still there.” 
A contractor will help dry out and save materials from the police evi-
dence room, he said. The basement garage normally houses several 
police cars and is the location of the building’s utility room, boiler sys-
tem, animal cages for seized and stray pets and other animals held by 
the Animal Control Division. No animals were being held at the time 
Monday’s thunderstorms and downpours rolled in, Green said. But 3 
feet of water left one patrol car submerged. The deluge also flooded the 
building’s indoor gun range, boiler room and the main elevator. Upward 
of $50,000 in ammunition was ruined by exposure to water. 
Sources familiar with the damage said the torrential downpour left some 
evidence floating in the basement. A source said the flooding contami-
nated items taken during the investigation of the homicide of Warren 
resident Kimberly Dejohn. Dejohn’s husband, Loyd Sabastian Dejohn 
46, is charged with first-degree murder in her death. The Macomb 
County Prosecutor’s Office says he confessed to being involved in the 
killing. An autopsy determined the woman died of strangulation by 
ligature and blunt force trauma. Evidence collected by police in the 
Dejohn case included the blood-stained carpet and other items. Green 
said narcotics confiscated during various Warren police investigations 
were not impacted by the flood. “All that stuff is heat-sealed in plastic. 
It’s the least likely thing to be damaged” by water, the city’s top-ranking 
police administrator said. Warren Mayor James Fouts said Wednesday 
he has not yet received an assessment of flooding damages at the police 
station. 
“I’m still waiting to get all those reports,” he said. 
Meantime, as homeowners continued to clean up basements flooded by 
Monday’s thunderstorms, Fouts was stunned by a state report Wednes-
day which indicated the city had not requested state aid to help the com-
munity recover. 
In a flood recovery update issued Wednesday morning, the State Emer-
gency Operations Center provided an update on road and travel condi-
tions in flood areas and a list of governments that had declared local 
states of emergency. 
According to the report, the cities of Ferndale and Warren had made 
those declarations and activated their emergency operations plan but 
that “additional state resources were not requested.” 
The latter detail caught Fouts -- who spoke to Congressman Sander 
Levin and Gov. Rick Snyder on Tuesday in requesting disaster relief 
including financial assistance from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency and state government – off guard. 
“Did the governor have dementia?” the mayor told The Macomb Daily. 
“The emphasis to the governor and the state of Michigan is how hard we 
were hit.” 
Snyder later declared a state of emergency for Macomb, Oakland and 
Wayne counties, the first step by state government that could lead to 
some financial aid to the flood-damaged area. 
Warren was among the hardest-hit communities, with some areas re-
ceiving more than 5 inches of rain in less than three hours, and water 
more than 4 feet deep on some streets. 
Hundreds of motorists were stranded late Monday, and an estimated 
1,000 vehicles were abandoned along major roads and neighborhood. 
Thousands of basements are believed to have flooded with raw sewage. 
The death of two women – a 100-year-old woman found in her flooded 

basement by her daughter, and 31-year-old woman who apparently suf-
fered a heart attack while stranded in floodwater on Van Dyke – were 
blamed on the storm. In addition to the police station, the 37th District 
Court building, the Warren Community Center and the Stillwell Manor 
senior housing complex all sustained flood damage. 
After being closed Tuesday, the Warren division of the 37th District 
Court partially resumed operations Wednesday morning. Traffic scoff-
laws can pay tickets, criminal arraignments will be held and new civil 
filings will be accepted. However, more than 100 landlord-tenant dis-
putes on the docket Wednesday were postponed and cases handled by 
the drug court also were cancelled. The court’s probation department 
also remains closed. 
Court Administrator Robert Curtis said “a few hundred cases” over the 
past two days will be rescheduled. Plaintiffs or defendants in any of 
those matters do not have to worry that the postponements will result in 
losing outcomes. 
“If they had a scheduled court date that’s rescheduled, it won’t negative-
ly impact them. It will be rescheduled to a later date without any penal-
ty,” Curtis said. 
The basement of the court building had approximately 4 to five inches 
of water throughout. Pumping by a private company began Tuesday but 
that process was temporarily halted when petroleum substances were 
seen on the surface. Separate equipment was brought in, and normal 
pumping resumed Wednesday morning. 
But the water left behind a damaging mark. A few computers were de-
stroyed and approximately 1,500 court files involving old and pending 
cases and stored in the basement, were damaged. Some will be taken off
-site to a refrigeration trailer to preserve the documents. Records involv-
ing court cases that have not yet been adjudicated and court staff must 
have access to immediately, will be handled by a private contractor at 
the courthouse. 
“Professionals will be drying them out under our supervision,” Curtis 
said. 
The court administrator said he thinks the water in the basement was 
rain but not human waste from sanitary sewers. However, the flood 
damage could impact the Warren division court for several days. 
“We won’t have (full) access to the basement till probably early next 
week at the earliest,” said Curtis, adding that fans will be brought in but 
carpet may have to be removed. 
The Warren Community Center, on Arden Avenue near Mound Road 
and 14 Mile, reopened Wednesday morning but the aquatic center and 
shower area remained closed. Electricity was out at the building’s audi-
torium because water in the basement damaged electrical equipment. 
The power outage in the auditorium forced the cancellation of Tues-
day’s meeting of the Warren City Council. Officials have rescheduled 
that meeting to Aug. 19. 
 

By Norb Franz, The Macomb Daily 

http://www.macombdaily.com/general-news/20140813/flooding-damages-crime-evidence-in-warren-police-basement#author1


Weird but true facts:  

In Mohave County, Arizona, if someone is 

caught stealing soap, they must wash them-

selves with it until it is gone. 

In Georgia, US, donkeys may not be kept in 

bathtubs. 
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Patton On Leadership: 
#60. Selecting Leaders— 
 Select leaders for accomplishment and not for  affection. 
 
Do not confuse loyalty with friendship. In any enterprise, loyalty must be based on 
achievement. It is certainly possible to like someone who just isn’t very good at his or 
her job. That’s fine. Just don’t let your affection influence your choice of leadership. 
Evaluate achievement and base your staffing and promotion decisions on that. By the 
same token, do not prevail on your friendship with a boss to secure promotion for your-
self. Bosses come and go. Build your career on a permanent record of accomplishment. 
 
Based on the best-selling book by Alan Axelrod: Patton on  Leadership: Strategic Les-
sons For Corporate Warfare 

It is said that the name Arizona is 
derived from the Native Ameri-

can word 'arizonac' which means 
'place of the small spring'. It is 
also called “The Grand Canyon 
State” and “The Copper State”. 

Key Points: 
The likelihood of contracting Ebola is extremely low unless a person has direct unprotected contact with the blood or body fluids (like urine, 
saliva, feces, vomit, sweat, and semen) of a person who is sick with Ebola or direct handling of bats, rodents, or nonhuman primates from areas 
with Ebola outbreaks. 
When risk of Ebola is elevated in their community, it is important for PSAPs to question callers about: 
Residence in, or travel to, a country where an Ebola outbreak is occurring; 
Signs and symptoms of Ebola (such as fever, vomiting, diarrhea); and 
Other risk factors, like having touched someone who is sick with Ebola. 
 
PSAPS should tell EMS personnel this information before they get to the location so they can put on the correct personal protective equipment 
(PPE). 
EMS staff should check for symptoms and risk factors for Ebola. Staff should notify the receiving healthcare facility in advance when they are 
bringing a patient with suspected Ebola, so that proper infection control precautions can be taken. 
 

R ecently in the news I’m sure you have seen or heard about the Ebloa outbreak in West Africa. I wanted to share 
the following web site for your review and share with you some key points I found informative. 

 
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/interim-guidance-emergency-medical-services-systems-911-public-safety-

answering-points-management-patients-known-suspected-united-states.html 
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Police in central Alabama say a man's own 

dog helped officers bust him on a drug 

charge. 

Prattville Police spokeswoman Paula Barlow 

says the pooch named Bo followed his 

fleeing master, who was being pursued by 

officers. When the dog stopped and 

wagged his tail in tall grass, she says, offic-

ers found and arrested Edwin Henderson. 

Barlow says the chase began when two 

drug officers arrived Wednesday with a 

search warrant and Henderson took off 

running. 

After an investigator pointed at Henderson 

and told the dog "go get him," that's what 

Bo did. 

Barlow says Henderson is charged with fail-

ure to obey police, manufacturing a con-

trolled substance and possession of drug 

paraphernalia. It's unclear if he has an at-

torney, and there's no word on who's tak-

ing care of Bo. 
http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/offbeat/mans-own-dog-helps-police-
bust-him-on-drug-charge/ar-BBbZwFD  

Man’s Best Friend Indeed 

Be sure to check the following web site:  

        http://www.aci.az.gov/  

I had a chance to look over their products 

that they have to offer and they are very 

reasonable in price. 

 

If you or some one you know have information on supply com-
panies please share. Always looking for a good deal. 

Every little bit helps... 
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HB2371 AAPE Sponsored bill on unclaimed property: 
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?
Bill_Number=2371&Session_Id=107 
Department of Health Services comments on medical 
marijuana: 
http://www.azdhs.gov/prop203/ 
 
Find your state legislator, or what district you live in: 
www.azleg.gov   
And click on “How do I Find My Legislators”. 
 
Find Arizona Revised Statutes at : 
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp 
 
Find City Municipal Codes at : 
www.municode.com/library/clientlisting.aspx?stateid=3 
 
Find the Arizona Association for Property & Evidence 
at: http://www.azape.org  
 
Find the International Association of Property &  
Evidence at: http://www.iape.org 
 
Find the Arizona State Retirement System at: 
www.azasrs.gov 
 
Find the Arizona Public Safety Retirement System at: 
http://www.psprs.com/ 
 
Arizona Emergency Information Network 
http://www.azein.gov/azein/default.aspx 
 
What else would you like to see here? E-mail me at  
landknews@gmail.com  Jason M. 

After a burglar left his lollipop stick at a 
home he robbed, detectives were able to 

track him down through DNA on it. 
http://www.clumsycrooks.com/news/

lollipop_stick_leads_detectives_to_dinner_set_burglar.htm 
 

BODY CAMS: HOW DO YOU STORE THE 
RECORDINGS??? 

 
It’s in the works… The El Mirage Police Depart-
ment has had several meetings discussing the use, 
practicality, and storage of the video recordings.  
 
Body cameras have been in the news more and 
more, showing both good and bad videos from 
these recordings. 
 
Discussions about the use of these cameras have 
forced me to figure out the storage, ease of re-
trieval, making copies, and finally the purging 
process. 
 
Another process to add to the list of duties suited 
for a small agency. 

http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2371&Session_Id=107
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2371&Session_Id=107
http://www.azdhs.gov/prop203/
http://www.azleg.gov
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp
http://www.municode.com/library/clientlisting.aspx?stateid=3
http://www.iape.org
http://www.azasrs.gov
http://www.psprs.com/
http://www.azein.gov/azein/default.aspx
mailto:azevidence@gmail.com
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Association Computer Bags 
Contact “The President” of AAPE for information on how 

you can get yours TODAY!!! 
 

LOCK & KEY              WINTER EDITION   

AAPE POLO SHIRTS 

Wear yours with Pride. 

Association Polo Shirts are available.  
All Sizes and Colors.  

Please contact any Board Member for 
your order form and prices. 

Thanks to the Tolleson   

Police Department for 

hosting the quarterly 

meeting. 

IF their fleet of super cars looks this good could imagine 
what their warehouse to store their property and evidence 

looks like??? Sorry they 
are not accepting 

 applications. 
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Did You Know? 

December is Considered National 

Stress free Month??? I doubt that 

with all of the upcoming holidays 

——————————————————————————— 

Important Dates  

 

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day—

December 7th 

 

Poinsettia Day—December 12th 

 

Beethoven’s Birthday—December 16th 

 

Wright Brother’s day—December 17th 

 

Humbug day—December 21st 

 

Christmas eve—December 24th 

 

Christmas day—December 25th 

 

Kwanzaa—December 26th 

 

neW year’s eve—December 31st 

December 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    



Advertising rates for the Lock & Key 
 
 Please see our webpage for current rates. 
 
 Call any AAPE board member to reserve your 
advertisement in the next edition of the newsletter. 
 
 The deadline for submissions is the 1st day of  
February, May, August and November. 

Chairman: Sandie Imberi 

Phoenix Police  

Members: Mary Alinen 

Sierra Vista Police 

Chairman: Vacant 
Members: Nancy McKay-Hills 
Tucson Police 
Marketing Director: Vacant 
Newsletter Editor: Jason Michael 
El Mirage Police   623-433-9540 
landknews@gmail.com 

Web Monitor: Mary Alinen, Sierra Vista Police 

Chairman: Connie Bush 
Phoenix Police Department 
Connie.bush@phoenix.gov 
cjohnsonbush@msn.com 
(602)534-2833 
(602)266-4173 

Chairman: Jason Michael 

El Mirage Police  

Members: Lane Darling 

Mesa Police 

Chairman: Roy Casto—Gilbert PD
  

Members:  

Lane Darling  Mesa Police 
Roy Casto  Gilbert Police 
Bob Reddington  Avondale Police 
Jesse Joy  Eloy Police 
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Robert Reddington 
Avondale Police Department 

Roy Casto 
Gilbert Police Department 
(480) 635-7080 Fax (480) 635-7097  
roy.casto@ci.gilbert.az.us  

Deborah Shaw 
Peoria Police Department 
(623)773-7006 (623)773-8092  
deborahs@peoriaaz.gov  

Sandie Imberi 
Phoenix Police Department (RETIRED) 
623-247-7180 or 602-525-3685 
skimberi@cox.net 

 

 
Here’s your fee schedule 

 

A lawyer calls his client to tell him about his fee schedule. 
“Alright,” the lawyer says looking through his papers. “You 
owe me $1000 down and $417.58 cents each month for the 

next thirty-six months.” 
“What! That sounds like a car payment schedule,” retorted 

the client. 
“Your right. It’s mine.” 

 
 
 
 

UNFIT WORDS TO HEAR 
A woman was being questioned in a court trial involving 

slander. "Please repeat the slanderous statements you heard, 
exactly as you heard them," instructed the lawyer. 

 
The witness hesitated. "But they are unfit for any respecta-

ble person to hear," she protested. 
 

"Then," said the attorney, "just whisper them to the judge."  
 
 

mailto:rreddington@avondale.org
mailto:roy.casto@ci.gilbert.az.us
mailto:mealinen@aol.com
mailto:deborahs@peoriaaz.gov

